
Celebrity Ashby Plot Activity Handout

Activity:

1. Give the students the list of celebrity names and task them with ranking each person
for talent and personality on a scale from 1-10. Time for this step can vary, usually
around 10 minutes.

2. After 10 minutes, sketch a two-axis graph with talent on one axis and personality on
the other. Begin polling the class for their response for each person. This can be as
official or unofficial as suits the classroom; often just having students call out their
numbers works well.

(a) Given on the range of numbers stated by the students, give ranges for each “prop-
erty”, just like an Ashby diagram. An example can be seen below.

3. Use the final diagram to discuss how tradeoffs are made for different situations and
how this mirrors how engineers pick materials based on a combination of properties.

Example Final Diagram with Celebrity List:
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